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Mayor’s Welcome 
Fall is a beautiful time of year - the leaves are changing, falling, and 
covering the lawns of many residences throughout our community. To 
me, this time of year has always symbolized an opportunity for change 
and evolution. What a fitting time to release this first edition of 
Connected – a new digital, interactive, information-loaded online 
publication, offering our residents an in-depth look into recent and 
upcoming projects, ward updates, upcoming events, campaigns, and 
more! 

With the unfortunate end of our former print newspaper, Bradford West 
Gwillimbury Topic, Connected is a very much welcomed addition to our 

communication efforts with residents. In order to maintain its interactive elements, like photo 
slideshows, video integration, and links to our website, this publication is best viewed online. 
You can however download and print the pdf using the “Download PDF” icon on the ribbon at 
the bottom of this page.  

This edition shares a look into our Green Initiative Committee’s action plan, recent and 
upcoming park upgrades including plans for a new permittable space at Henderson Memorial 
Park, our Transportation Division’s preparations for the upcoming winter months, and more! 

Follow us on social media and on the news portal of our website to receive up-to-date 
information on road closures, construction and planning notices, and other events and activities, 

Happy reading! 

 

Yours truly, 

 

Mayor James Leduc 

  

2: Photo of Mayor James 
Leduc 
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BWG Council 
Bradford West Gwillimbury Council consists of nine members, all of whom are elected by the 
public. The Mayor and Deputy Mayor serve the residents at large, and the seven Councillors 
each represent a Ward within the municipality. 

 
3: Mayor  
James Leduc 

James Leduc 
Mayor 
Send me an email  

4: Deputy Mayor  
Raj Sandhu 

Raj Sandhu 
Deputy Mayor 
Send me an email 

 
5: Ward 1 
Councillor 
Cheraldean 
Duhaney 

Cheraldean Duhaney 
Councillor, Ward 1 
Send me an email  

6: Ward 2 Councillor 
Jonathan Scott 

Jonathan Scott 
Councillor, Ward 2 
Send me an email 

 
7: Ward 3 
Councillor Ben 
Verkaik 

Ben Verkaik 
Councillor, Ward 3 
Send me an email  

8: Ward 4 Counciloor 
Joseph Giordano 

Joseph Giordano 
Councillor, Ward 4 
Send me an email 

 
9: Ward 5 
Councillor Peter 
Ferragine 

Peter Ferragine 
Councillor, Ward 5 
Send me an email  

10: Ward 6 Councillor 
Nickolas Harper 

Nickolas Harper 
Councillor, Ward 6 
Send me an email 

 
11: Ward 7 
Councillor Peter 
Dykie 

Peter Dykie 
Councillor, Ward 7 
Send me an email 

  

 

Do you know your ward? 
Click here to confirm your Ward by searching our online interactive ward boundaries map. 

mailto:jleduc@townofbwg.com
mailto:rsandhu@townofbwg.com
mailto:CDuhaney@townofbwg.com
mailto:JScott@townofbwg.com
mailto:BVerkaik@townofbwg.com
mailto:JGiordano@townofbwg.com
mailto:pferragine@townofbwg.com
mailto:NHarper@townofbwg.com
mailto:pdykie@townofbwg.com
https://www.townofbwg.com/en/town-hall/ward-maps.aspx
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Council meetings 
Regular Council and Committee of the Whole meetings are held on the 1st and 3rd Tuesday of 
each month. Council meetings start at 7 pm and are held in person (Zima Room at the BWG 
Public Library, 425 Holland Street W.) and streamed live on our Youtube channel. 

Click on any of the topics below to learn more. 

• Agendas, Minutes and Schedules 
• Speaking Before Council 
• Council’s Strategic Priorities 

Staying Informed 
There are many ways to stay connected with Town of BWG news including: 

Town Website 
Published in Spring 2023, the new Town website is a one-stop-shop for information on BWG’s 
programs and services, featuring an accessible and responsive design, enhanced search 
functionality, Google translate integrated and more! 

Visit our news page for the latest information on projects, road closures, planning notices, and 
more. 

Our community calendar features events happening around town, from Town-hosted events to 
events organized by local community groups and organizations. 

www.townofbwg.com 

e-Newsletters 
BWG’s digital publication Connected is a quarterly digital publication that features stories on 
upcoming and ongoing projects, Town services, and more. 

As we continue to enhance our communication efforts with BWG residents, stay tuned on our 
website and social media channels for new ways of staying informed with town-wide 
happenings. 

If you have any questions or concerns on anything you have read in Connected or have ideas 
for future editions, please click here to get in touch with our communications team. 

Social Media 
The Town is active on Facebook, Instagram, and Twitter. Aside from our website, social media 
is the best place to receive the latest information on BWG’s programs and services. 

Be sure to follow us on Facebook, Instagram, X, and Youtube! 

Local News Sources 
The Town Info section at BradfordToday contains information on events, notices, and more.  

https://www.townofbwg.com/en/town-hall/agendas-minutes-and-schedules.aspx
https://www.townofbwg.com/en/town-hall/speaking-before-council.aspx
https://www.townofbwg.com/en/town-hall/council-s-strategic-priorities.aspx
http://www.townofbwg.com/
mailto:communications@townofBWG.com
https://www.facebook.com/townofbwg/
https://www.instagram.com/townofbwg/
https://twitter.com/TownofBWG
https://www.youtube.com/@TownofBradfordWestGwillimbury
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Articles form the Town of BWG are shared daily! 

Click here to visit our Town Info page. 

 

Ward Updates 
Ward 1 
Addressing the concerns raised during the 
recent CAN meeting remains a top priority 
for Councillor Duhaney, including focusing 
on programs and services for youth and 
families, creating more accessible 
community spaces, fostering inclusivity, 
mitigating traffic issues, enhancing park and 
recreation infrastructure, and of course, 
ensuring community safety. Residents have 
expressed deep concerns regarding 
community health and safety, including dogs 
being off leashes, garbage dumping in 
commercial areas, and speeding.  

Upgrades to Roads and Parks 
On the infrastructure front, road surface 
repairs along Langford Boulevard (from 
Holland Street West to Miller Park Avenue) 
were completed over the summer. 
Regarding Ward 1 parks, the basketball 
court at Alan Kuzmich Park received a fresh coat of paint following youth requests. The Town 
also hosted a park unveiling and renaming ceremony for Constable Devon Northrup Memorial 
Park earlier this month. 

Looking Forward 
In response to concerns from ward residents related to community safety, we are working on 
increasing police and town enforcement presence throughout Ward 1, implementing strategic 
traffic calming measures to improve overall community safety, as well as establishing new 
community safety zones in Ward 1. We are also looking into promoting increased pedestrian 
activity and greener streets by narrowing lanes and introducing bike lanes. 

Stay tuned to future editions of Connected for updates on these projects! 

Quick Facts 
Ward Councillor: Cheraldean Duhaney 

Ward Boundaries: North: Holland Street West, East: Melbourne Drive, South: Line 6, West: 
Sideroad 10 

12: Councillor Cheraldean Duhaney with Town 
Transportation staff at a project site 

https://www.bradfordtoday.ca/towninfo
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Parks 

• Alan Kuzmich Memorial Park 
• Constable Devon Northrup Memorial Park 
• Gwillimbury Park 
• Westbrooke Parkette 

Trails 

• Middletown Trail 
• Grand Central Valley Land Trail 
• Alan Kuzmich Trail 

Schools 

Primary 

• St. Angela Merici Catholic School 
Chris Hadfield Public School 

Secondary 

• Holy Trinity Catholic High School 

Ward 2 
Revitalizing the older end of 
town is Councillor Scott’s 
central goal for Ward 2. As the 
revitalization continues, you will 
notice an increase in new 
amenities for seniors and 
families while fostering a strong 
business climate and protecting 
our natural environment.  

Local Parks and Leisure 
Significant investments have 
been made to improve existing 
parks in Ward 2. Taylor Park 
was completely transformed — 
reopening earlier this summer 
with new tennis courts, a new 
basketball court, a community 
garden, the planting of more 
trees, and the installation of 
bike racks and a second 
playground. Legion Park has also received a new shade gazebo, with further future upgrades 
planned. The new basketball courts at Lions Park are put to good use every day and double as 
outdoor skating rinks throughout the winter months.  

13: Councillor Jonathan Scott speaking at the Taylor Park reopening, with 
other members of Council 



www.townofbwg.com/connected  Fall 2023 | 9 

 
Ward 3 
There are some recent projects 
and developments in Ward 3 that 
have greatly benefitted local 
residents, including the recent 
traffic light upgrade at the County 
Road 88 and County Road 27 
intersection. State-of-the-art radar 
technology replaced the in-
pavement sensors which were 
causing delays in the flow of 
eastbound traffic. This upgrade 
has received positive feedback 
from residents. 

Councillor Verkaik is also excited 
about recent recommendations 
brought to Council by the Town 
Drainage Superintendent, which 
outlined several opportunities to 
support the current management 
and reduction of Phosphorus that 
is discharged from the Holland Marsh. The plans to develop a Phosphorus Removal Facility are 
underway, but a project of this scale will take years to complete. This recent staff report 
provided interim solutions (aquatic vegetation management, a supplemental pumping station, 
and the installation of buffer strips along the Main Drain and all municipal drains) to help reduce 
current levels while reducing the burden on the future facility. View the report here (page 187). 

Bond Head Pharmacy  
Another welcomed development is the new pharmacy in Bond Head, bringing much needed 
retail options to the area, and providing residents a nearby location to file and pick up 
prescriptions and purchase convenience items.  

SWAR Project 

The Southwest Arterial Roads project is a major project for our ward. Once completed, this 
projects will significantly improve traffic flow in the area. A SWAR project update is provided in 
this edition of Connected. 

Parks and Recreation 
The Town’s Leisure Services Master Plan recently underwent review by residents and is 
currently in its final stage. The plan includes exciting developments for Ward 3, including a new 
Bond Head Park and improving leisure and recreational opportunities for ward residents.  

Quick Facts 
Ward Councillor: Ben Verkaik 

14: Councillor Ben Verkaik with other members of Council and Capital 
Projects staff at the SWAR project site 

https://pub-bradfordwestgwillimbury.escribemeetings.com/FileStream.ashx?DocumentId=3521
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Ward Boundaries: North: County Road 88, East: Sideroad 10/Simcoe Road, South: Highway 
9/Holland River, West: 1km west of County Road 27 

Parks 

• Bud Brown Park 

Schools 

Primary 

• Sir William Osler Public School 

Ward 4 
Hosted by the Street Party 
Collective, Summerlyn 
residents recently came 
together for their second 
annual Retro Street Party 
along Blue Dasher Boulevard. 
Thanks to the support of the 
community, over $15,000 
worth of food was raised and 
donated to the Helping Hand 
Food Bank. This incredible 
event has not only reinforced 
local bonds but has also set a 
shining example for other 
communities to follow. 

Recent Projects 
Continuing efforts in traffic 
mitigation is a key priority for 
Councillor Giordano. 

The Blue Dasher Boulevard Speed Bump Pilot in Ward 4 has proven to be a resounding 
success. This initiative was launched to address concerns related to speeding and problematic 
behaviour on Blue Dasher Boulevard. We recently received data from staff outlining the impact 
of the Blue Dasher Boulevard Speed Bump Pilot, and overall, speeds in the area have 
decreased by approximately 20km/hr! 

The Community and Traffic Safety Advisory Committee recently hosted its first PIC for the 
Traffic Mitigation Strategy. Share your feedback at PIC #2 later this fall or on the project 
website: www.townofbwg.com/tms 

A notable addition to Ward 4 is the Great Gulf Active House, one of only three active houses in 
Canada built to promote sustainable green initiatives. Residents are welcome to visit the Great 
Golf Active House at 22 Downy Emerald Drive to learn more. 

15: Councillor Joseph Giordano at project site where contractors are 
installing a speed bump on the roadway 

http://www.townofbwg.com/tms



